
 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
April Calendar 

 
 

No School                     3/26 – 3/30 

Comedy Night Fundraiser 7pm  4/6 

PTG Mtg, 7 pm               4/9 

Family Fun Night           4/13 

No School            4/16 

Progress Reports                     4/25 

Dress Down Day, $1                4/27 
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Grade: Helana Troost Cramer, Jonah Worth, Third Grade: Matthew 
Swift, Fourth Grade: Patrick Usher, Ethan Almonte, Fifth Grade: 
Halley Rebello, Ava Sousa 
 

  Comedy Night 
Friday,	April	6,	2018	

 
Msgr.	John	Lolio	Parish	Hall	

127	State	St.,	Bristol			
		Doors	@	7			Show	@	8	

$25/PP	
Beer • Wine • Hors D’oeuvres  

Silent Auction • Raffles 
This is a 21+ event 

For	tickets	call	the	school,	253-8455 
 

							
THE GREEN THINGS SALE 
 
The Student Council hosted a "Green 
Thing Sale" in honor of Saint Patrick's 
Day. Council members sold green 
accessories for the students to wear for 
the day. The students enjoyed this 
popular event because they love being 
Irish for the day. All proceeds are used 
for monthly school wide activities 
hosted by the student council.   
 

 

Congrats to the 
March  

Students of the 
Month! 

 



MONDAY MORNING 
MESSAGE 

DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH, 
OLMC STUDENTS HEARD ABOUT OUR 

FAITH FROM THE FOLLOWING 
GUESTS: 

 
Mrs. Jessica Carlson, our eighth grade 
teacher, told our students about the 
priviledge and honor of hosting the statue 
of St. Elizabeth in her home. 
 
Rev. Henry P. Zinno, our beloved pastor, 
told our students about the power of 
forgiveness and the power of 
Reconciliation. He said being able to 
extend Christ’s mercy is one of the best 
parts of his ministry. 
 
Mrs. Marilyn Hewitt, our music teacher, 
told our students that her faith started at 
birth, and several guardians have 
protected her along her life’s journey. 
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One might think the best time to be principal of a Catholic school is during Advent. 
While it is a joyous season for sure, the season of Lent is my favorite time here at 
OLMC School. It is during the Lenten season that our students truly demonstrate their 
faith. Here are a few of the faith activities happening at our wonderful school: 
 

• Our students in grades two through eight attended daily noon Mass during 
Lent, with students from each grade attending Mass on a rotating schedule. 
This student presence at each of the weekday masses helps affirm and 
demonstrate our students’ faith.   
 

• So many of our students make a choice to receive the sacrament of 
Reconciliation that it is offered each month and during the season of Lent.  
 

• Our eighth-grade students wanted to recognize the victims of the recent 
school shooting in Florida in the best way they know. They hosted a prayer 
service for all OLMC middle school students to pray for the souls of each of 
the Florida victims.  In addition, they prayed the rosary for peace.  
 

• Our second-grade students recently hosted a toiletry drive as part of their 
community service project and commitment to serve those in need.  
 

• Our three-year-old preschool students along with their fourth-grade partners 
visited Franklin Court Assisted Living Facility and prayed the Stations of the 
Cross with the residents.  
 

• Every Thursday after school, our students and teachers (and sometimes 
parents) gather to pray the rosary together and during Lent they prayed the 
Stations of the Cross led by Fr. Steve.  
 

• The sixth-grade’s collection of warm clothing is still going strong. To date, 
they have collected approximately 200 items of clothing, demonstrating 
again how our students and families respond to God’s call to help those in 
need.  

 
I couldn’t be prouder of our students. They continue to inspire me on a daily basis. 
  
The forty days of Lent will soon be coming to an end, and we will be celebrating 
Easter. As we do, I wish all our school families a joyful and prayerful Easter season. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Mrs. Maloney 

 

 

  
 
On Friday, April 13 Ms. Julia Estrela 
Castillo Bryan will talk to our students about 
her work as the Director of Mustard Seed 
Communities in Nicaragua. Mustard Seed 
is an international non-profit agency 
dedicated to caring for the most vulnerable 
populations in the developing world. The 
communities are currently located in five 
countries. OLMC parish has been sending 
missionaries to Nicaragua for the past 
seven years and will send another group 
this July. For more information, please call 
the school. All are invited to attend her 
presentation and meet her. 

      
 

Principal’s 
Corner	

Mrs. Janet A. Maloney 

Upcoming PTG Events 
 

Family Fun Nights 
April 13: Candy Bingo, hosted by K. 
May 18: Science Night, hosted by Gr. 1 
 

Fundraisers 
    March 23 BINGO 

April 6: Comedy Night 

 

It’s time….. for our spring 
afterschool clubs to start! 

 
Tuesdays  
Drama: (ongoing) grades 4-8 
Cooking: grades 4-8 
Wednesdays  
Scratch coding: grades 4-8 
Thursdays  
Art: grades K-5 
Astronomy: grades 4-8 
 

 
Check backpacks 

for flyers. Sign ups 
are first come, 

first serve so sign 
up quickly! 

 



 
Pre-K 3 
During the month of March, PreK 3 has been learning more 
letters of the alphabet.  We have started our spring planting. We 
are taking good care of our plants, watering them daily.  Some of 
our plants have even started growing in our pots. It is very 
exciting; we can't wait to see the pretty flowers. Mrs. 
Steadman has found that growing plants is a great lesson in 
patience! We had a great time on our Easter Egg Hunt. A big 
thank you to our fourth grade partners who filled our eggs and hid 
them for us to find. It is always a lot of fun when we work with our 
partners. This month we worked on pudding bunnies for our 
friends at Franklin Court. We can't wait for our visit! 
 
Pre-K 4 
Spring is finally here, though it may not feel like it!! March comes 
in like a lion and goes out like a lamb! We have been tracking the 
lion and lamb days and graphing the weather for the month. So 
far all our days have been lions, hopefully spring weather will 
come soon. Most of our days have been sunny with the fewest 
days being rainy. We continue to work on our early literacy 
program. We have finished up our unit on poems and rhymes, 
which includes identifying parts of a whole as well in front of, 
between and behind. We have also working on patterns. Our 
students of the week have been Xavier and Nolan.  Happy 
Birthday to Bella and Nolan. 
 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten has been working like busy bees to learn their 
popcorn words!  In reading, they have finished up theme 7 and 
learned all about things that go!  They loved this theme!  They 
worked on adding adjectives to their writing to make it more 
exciting! In math, they have finished learning about subtraction 
and are looking forward to learning about money. In religion, they 
have been learning about Lent and the first Easter. In science, 
they learned about habitats. Keep working on those popcorn 
words so they are ready for our fun baseball game! 
 
Grade 1 
Well, March roared in like a lion and pretty much stayed roaring 
for weeks. It has been snowy and cold out but inside first grade it 
is warm and busy. We warmed up to geometry and spelling 
patterns. We read fiction about a bear who got lost in Boston and 
non-fiction about the forest. We looked closely at story structure 
and put pencils to paper to write, write, write. Each student wrote 
their own story, illustrated it, and designed the cover of their book. 
How proud we were to present them at our community meeting 
and to read them to Kindergarteners. We used science and 
technology to design and create a plastic Easter egg parachute. 
Through design changes, we were able to create a 
working parachute that, when tossed off the stage, would float 
down effectively! What a blast! Religion lessons were about 
Eucharist, Lent, and Holy Week. We completed a few booklets 
and read stories about this special time in the life and death of 

Jesus. We liked talking about Jesus as the Good Shepherd and 
also the Lamb of God. 
 
Grade 2 
March has been a joyful month in Grade 2! In science, we 
finished off our unit on light and sound. Ask a second-grader what 
colors actually make up “white light!” They even know about the 
best colors to wear to stay cool during the summertime. In math, 
we worked on mastering telling time and counting dollars and 
cents! We are now working on mastering 3-digit place value skills 
such as expanded form, ordering numbers, and rounding to 
1,000. Wow, how their number sense has grown! In reading, we 
have learned so much about grammar concepts such as 
possessive nouns, verbs, and contractions. This month, we wrote 
our own personal narratives about events that have happened in 
our lives such as trips to Disney World, special birthdays, and 
new pets. We are in high gear preparing for First Holy 
Communion. We are learning about why Jesus gives us the 
Eucharist and what it means to gather as a parish community for 
the Eucharistic celebration. We will be hosting an Easter season 
hygiene drive beginning on Easter Monday and concluding on 
May 18th (the last school day before Pentecost!). More 
information to come! We appreciate all generosity as we 
celebrate the joy and peace that comes with Jesus Christ’s 
resurrection.  
	
Grade 3 
Third Grade has had another busy month! In reading, we are 
working on gathering text-based evidence from non-fiction 
texts.  Students have been reading about exciting topics such as 
The California Gold Rush, Amelia Earhart, and the Civil War.  In 
writing, students are drafting their final pieces for persuasive 
writing. Topics include "Why the school day should be longer" and 
"Why students should have less homework".  We'll be sending 
those your way, Mrs. Maloney! In math, we just wrapped up our 
geometry chapter, and students loved being able to apply their 
knowledge to real world concepts.  Students found the area and 
perimeter of objects all around our classroom.  In religion, we 
have been learning about vocation, and the importance of 
listening to God's call.  
 
Grade 4 
March was a busy month. The students worked with PreK-3 to 
make crafts for the residents at Franklin Court. They also visited 
the residents. During the visit they played their recorders and 
sang songs. In addition, the 4th graders worked hard in the 
classroom. In religion the focus was on the Commandments. The 
theme in reading was Heroes. In math we are studying perimeter, 
area, and volume. Our focus in social studies is the mountain 
states region of the United States. In science, we began a unit on 
electricity. 
Italian: The students are learning —ere verbs and how the 
endings differ from the previously learned -are verbs. They are 
also practicing conjugating these verbs. 
 
Grade 5 
During March, the fifth graders continued a discussion about the 
Lenten season. The students learned about Holy Week and the 
Easter Triduum. They enjoyed illustrating a Stations of the Cross 
booklet and praying the Stations of the Cross in Church.  In math, 
the students learned how to name angles and use a protractor to 
measure angles.  They also learned about Pi Day and illustrated 
a Pi Skyline.  In English, the students wrote short stories about 
ways to catch a leprechaun and shared their ideas with the class. 
In grammar, the students learned how to use and identify 
descriptive, comparative, superlative and interrogative adjectives. 
In science, the students started learning about kinetic energy, and 
they are enjoying the hands-on activities that go along with the 



lessons. In social studies, the American Revolution has begun. 
The students started learning this part of history through readings 
and the use of technology. 
Italian: The students are learning days of the week, months of 
the year, and the four seasons.  
 
Grade 6 
Literature: Students read the classic YA novel, A Wrinkle In 
Time, by Madeleine L’Engle.  The 1963 John Newbery Medal 
award winning narrative follows the young female protagonist’s 
journey of self discovery as she confronts the power of evil with 
the power of love. All by herself, with the power all her own, Meg 
Murry is able to rescue her father and her brother from the 
clutches of darkness. The novel is beautifully written story about 
family, inner strength, trust, and the power of love. The class 
extended the learning by watching the movie version and 
compared and contrasted it with the printed novel. Our reading 
coincided with the March release of a new film version featuring 
Oprah Winfrey and Reese Witherspoon. 
Religion: The class learned about the two kingdoms of Israel 
because the Israelites became a divided people.  Students 
learned about the prophets Isaiah, Micah, and Jeremiah and the 
Jews exile into Babylon.  Fr. Steve continued teaching about Lent 
and Easter. 
Science: Students have been working on learning the inner 
planets along with their make-up, length of year, and length of 
day. 
History: Students have been learning about the Assyrians, 
Chaldeans, and the Persians in history. These cultures have 
brought many important inventions to our everyday life such as 
coins, libraries, and sundials. 
Math: We wrapped up fractions with one group and after 
vacation we will be tackling geometry.  The students will learn 
how to find the area, perimeter, and surface area of polygons. 
The second group has wrapped up adding and 
subtracting fractions and moved onto multiplying and dividing 
fractions.  After vacation, we will continue with fractions: order of 
operations with fractions, and fractions with money. 
French: The students are starting to learn how to tell time in 
French. 

Grade 7 
Literature: The class read the classic short story “Rip Van 
Winkle” by famed American author Washington Irving.  Set in the 
Catskill Mountains along the majestic Hudson River, Rip sleeps 
away two decades and awakens to a new America.  It’s no longer 
King George, but President George Washington who is in charge 
of the United States. Though Rip missed all that time, he is fine 
and happy 20 years older and free to tell his stories.  The class 
also extended their learning of last month’s read, Bearstone, by 
presenting Google Slides highlighting literary elements and 
creating a “WordArt” word cloud about the novel.     
Religion: Seventh grade students have been making stained 
glass windows for our room and learning more about the Holy 
Spirit in religion class. Specifically, about how the Holy Spirit 
is with them every day and the effect of the Holy Spirit in 
biblical times. 
Science: Students have been working on plant cells and 
animal cells. Students have really taken a liking to this chapter, as 
it is very informative but fun.  
Geography: Students have moved on to learning the all states 
and the capital cities. Knowing where all states are located along 
with the corresponding capitals is important knowledge. Some 
students were having difficulties at first, but have been extremely 
successful after some quick reviews. 
 

Math: The students have wrapped up percent applications. The 
students learned how to find the retail price, sale price, and 
discount percentages. They also were taught how to find the tip 
and tax of a bill. We concluded the chapter by finding commission 
and simple interest.   
Pre-Algebra 7: Students have been graphing using slope-
intercept form. They use the y-intercept and slope to guide them 
on the graph. They have also been transforming equations from 
standard form to function/slope-intercept form. When we come 
back from vacation, we will be moving onto percent applications. 
French: The students are learning how to tell time and ask the 
time in French. 
   
Grade 8 
Literature: Students read the abridged version of Daniel Keyes 
famous short story turned novel, Flowers for Algernon.  The 
protagonist, Charlie Gordon, is the subject of a neuroscience 
experiment, which triples his IQ.  Charlie’s life is drastically 
altered in many ways, and he sees all aspects of living through 
the eyes of a genius.  What never changes is Charlie’s character-
his integrity and kind nature.  The class also researched the brain 
as a part of national “Brain Week.”  Each student presented an 
article of their choosing and shared what they learned with the 
class.  Brain Week was a perfect connection to Flowers for 
Algernon.   
Science: The students have moved to problems about force and 
working with free body diagrams. Students were having difficulties 
at first but working problems out on the board have helped them 
immensely. These difficult problems are impressive for an 8th 
grader and will definitely prepare them for their future success 
academically. 
Religion: As we prepare for Lent, each student received a 
colored piece of paper on which they wrote down the behaviors 
that are leading them away from Christ. We then shredded the 
paper and taped it on a cross.  The cross is hanging up in our 
classroom reminding the students that they are to change 
anything about their lives that is turning the away from Christ.     
Algebra: The students wrapped up the section about the 
quadratic formula and graphing quadratic inequalities. The 
students had to use the quadratic formula to solve 
quadratic equations.  After vacation, we will be working on 
polynomials. They will learn how to add, subtract, and 
multiply polynomials. They will learn how to use the F.O.I.L 
method to multiply binomials. 
History:	We are learning about the Holocaust.  The students are 
reading The Boy in the Stripped Pajamas and will watch the 
movie after vacation.  While the students read, they have been 
answering questions not just comprehension questions, but also 
questions of reflection.  When we come back from vacation the 
student will be completing a project based on the Holocaust and 
writing an essay comparing the book to the movie.  
Latin: The students are learning the future and conditional verb 
tenses- how to construct them, as well as when to use them. 
 
Art 
Pre-school: Students have been hard at work on their alphabet 
art. This month they have made “S” snake, “T” tiger and “U” 
unicorn.  They made leprechauns and rainbows for St. Patrick’s 
Day. Pre-k 4 students have been working on tracing and cutting 
all of their own pieces in their artwork.   
Kindergarten – Grade 2: Students made wonderful St. 
Patrick’s Day artwork. There were rainbows with pots of gold. 
Some students made their rainbows by tracing their hands in all 
the colors of the rainbow, others used tempera paint to paint their 
rainbows. 2nd grade focused on drawing leprechauns from 
references.    



Grades 3-5: Students have started working on drawing spring 
bunnies. They used water-soluble markers to draw bunnies and 
then they brushed their artwork with water turning their drawing 
into a painting.  The finished products came out looking like 
beautiful watercolor paintings.  
Middle School: Students have been very busy as well. They 
have started drawing eyes from observation. The students used 
charcoal pencils to draw very detailed eyes focusing on achieving 
a variety of tones.  The finished products came out very realistic.  
 

Preschool through 8th grade students have also been hard at 
work on class art projects. They are putting the final touches on 
these pieces of art.  The artwork will be ready for Comedy Night 
to be a part of the silent auction. There is a great variety of pieces 
and they are all beautifully done.   
 
Music: During the month of March we tried to squeeze in music 
to celebrate St. Patrick’s day and Easter. In lower elementary we 
sang “I’m a Little Shamrock”, “Are You Wearing Green Today,” 
”Dancing Leprechauns,” and “Rainbow Colors”.  For Easter we 
learned to dance the Bunny Hop! In upper elementary, I read 
them a book titled “St. Patrick’s Day Alphabet” where we learned 
some Irish instruments such as the bodhran, the accordion, the 
harp and the fiddle. Third graders even learned a little Irish Step 
Dance. We also sang some Irish songs such as “Mrs. Murphy’s 
Chowder,”  “The Wearing of the Green,” and “I’m Looking Over a  
 
 

 

 
Four Leaf Clover.”  Fourth Grade recorder class prepared some 
music to play at Franklin Court Assisted Living Facility. The fifth 
grade class is busy preparing bell parts for our spring concert and 
they are all brainstorming some dance moves to go along with the 
music.  The sixth grade drumming class worked on creating their 
own rhythms to 4/4 time signature. The seventh grade guitar 
class has been working on the following songs: Alowette, Aura 
Lee and Ode To Joy. The eighth grade guitar class is working on 
the following songs: Rock Around The Clock & Love Me Tender. 
Wishing you a happy vacation!  ��� 
 
Physical Education 
Preschool – Grade 2: Students have focused on basketball. 
They have been working on their dribbling and shooting skills.  
Grades 3-8: Students have focused on basketball. The students 
have been practicing lay-ups, shooting and dribbling against their 
opponents and playing offense and defense during a game. 
 
Health  
Preschool – Grade 3: Students have been learning about their 
five senses and are participating in activities that help them 
explore their sense of hearing, taste, smell, sight and touch. 
Grades 4 – 8: Students have been working on why physical 
fitness and exercise are so important; the benefits of living a 
healthy active lifestyle. 

 

 

 

         SPOTLIGHT ON MS. KAYLA MCLAUGHLIN 
 
Ms. Kayla McLaughlin (known as Ms. M) graduated from Boston College with a degree in Elementary 
Education and Applied Psychology/Human Development.  She is currently enrolled in Providence 
College’s Providence Alliance for Catholic Teachers (PACT), and has almost completed her first year 
working towards a Master's degree in Literacy. 
 
Ms. M originates from Boston, MA, where she grew up with her parents and three siblings. During her 
junior year of high school, she studied abroad in Viterbo, Italy and lived with an incredibly kind host 
family. During her high school and college years she taught sailing on the Boston Harbor. It was during 
this time that Ms. M realized her passion for teaching children. 

Ms. M brings a zest for learning and best practices to her classroom. She seamlessly integrates technology 
to support her teaching and her students’ skill acquisition. Posted on a wall in the classroom is a large display of 
growth mindset phrases to remind her students to approach learning with an open mind. If you enter her classroom 

on any given day, you will see her students enthusiastically learning and sharing their knowledge. She also fosters a sense of community 
with her students because she believes every classroom should be a safe and loving haven, especially as we strive to develop our 
students holistically. 
 
Ms. M loves being part of the OLMC community and enjoys learning and growing alongside her students throughout the school year. Her 
hobbies include sailing, knitting, and cooking.  
 
"Did I offer peace today? Did I bring a smile to someone's face? Did I say words of healing? Did I let go of my anger and resentment? Did I 
forgive? Did I love? These are the real questions. I must trust that the little bit of love that I sow now will bear many fruits, here in this world 
and the life to come."  ~ Henri Nouwen 
 

 

Totally 
eriffic 
eachers 
 
 

 

Our eighth grade students respond! 
 

Our 8th grade students wanted to hold a response to the recent shooting at 
Majory Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida in the only way they 

know…with prayer. They invited the entire middle school to participate in a 
prayer service. They read each victim’s name and they asked for a moment 

of silent prayer. At the conclusion, the students prayed a decade of the 
rosary for peace. Our students understand the power of prayer. 

 
 


