
 

 

 

 

  

  

Congrats to Our April Students of the Month 
 
Kindergarten: Travis DiMeo; Grade 1: Keava Caldwell, Helena Troost - Cramer, and 
Jonah Worth; Grade 2: James O'Connor and Matthew Swift; Grade 3: William 
Rensehausen and Madison Rocha; Grade 4: Owen DiMeo; Grade 5: Kali Rocha 
and Taegan Taft. 
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May Calendar 

 
PTG Mtg., 7 PM                         5/3 
 
1st Friday Liturgy, 9:30 AM         5/5 
 
Donnelly’s Uniform                     5/9 
        Measurement 
 
1st Communion, 10 AM            5/13 
 
Memorial Day, No School       5/29 
 
Spring Concert, PK-Gr. 2        5/30 
 
Spring Concert, Gr. 3-8           5/31 
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Falcon	  Flyer	  
Reading Week: 
"Travel the World Through the Pages of a Book-READ!" 
 
     The students had a busy week of reading activities. Each classroom door was 
decorated with a favorite book and each student was determined to read 20 minutes a 
day. We met Mrs. Maloney's challenge and read 11,850 minutes earning extra recess 
time! The teachers challenged the students to guess where they had traveled to by the 
clues posted outside the classrooms. They also challenged the students to guess their 
favorite book quote. Grades 4-8 participated in a bookmark contest and the first floor 
visited other classrooms for a story and activity. 
 
Winners 
Teacher Travel Challenge: Grade 8 
Teacher Book Quotes: Grade 8 
Door Contest: Pre-K 3 
 
Bookmark Contest Winners: 
Grade 4: Andrew Gudz and Ava Sousa;  
Grade 5: Bella Clark and Madelyn Rock;  
Grade 6: Haley Cloutier and Olivia Almonte;  
Grade 7:  Mia Padula and Grace Swift;  
Grade 8: Antonio Curran and Jordan Moran. 

Abby Wins Teacher Essay 
 
Abby Ferreira submitted a poem to My 
Favorite Teacher Contest sponsored by 
Barnes and Noble. It was selected as the 
winner and Mr. Mark Carpender, manager of 
the Middletown store, visited our school to 
present Abby and Ms. C with certificates. 
Abby’s poem will now go to the regional level. 
Congratulations Abby and Ms. C! But we 
already knew you are an awesome teacher! 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
The most beautiful experience we can have is the mysterious – the 

fundamental emotion which stands at the cradle of true art and true science. 
 ~ Albert Einstein 

 
                   The world of education is fluid…always looking to improve 
pedagogical strategies as well as best practices. In 2006, the U.S. National 
Science Foundation recommended improving instruction in science, 
technology, engineering, and math due to a decline in students’ ability to 
problem solve and think critically. To also increase students’ creativity, art was 
incorporated into the initiative and STEAM instruction was born!     
           
           This year, four of our teachers are nearing completion of a year-long 
course of study to become STEAM certified through Roger Williams 
University. They are sharing their knowledge as we continue to incorporate 
STEAM instruction in all our classrooms. Our STEAM lessons are inquiry 
based hands-on problem solving projects that engage students to be 
responsible for their learning.  
 
             If you were to tour our school, here is a snapshot of what you might 
see on any given day: 

• PreK-3 students making spring rainbows for learning one to one correspondence 
in math. 

• PreK-4 students weighing chicken eggs on a balance scale over a period of time 
and finding out why they weigh less as they near hatching (evaporation of water 
and increase of air), then witnessing chicks emerging from their shells.  

• Kindergarten students designing and building Leprechaun traps, and explaining 
to visitors how they work. 

• First grade students dissecting owl pellets and figuring out what types of bones 
and items are extracted. 

• Second grade students microwaving and freezing different materials to 
understand changes in states of matter.  

• Third grade students designing and engineering mazes to experience the 
process of trial and error. Students revised and reflected on the process, and 
wrote a “How To Guide” for future third grade maze builders.  

• Fourth and fifth grade students designing and creating parachutes for a 
competition determining the best design to provide the slowest drop rate to learn 
about gravitational pull, resistance, and friction.  

• Fourth and fifth grade students designing and building bridges with a short list of 
materials to learn about weight and mass. Each bridge had to support 12 
ounces. 

• Middle school students designing, creating and racing boats made of certain 
materials (purchased with a set amount of “OLMC money”) to understand 
budgeting, distance, speed in mph, and force of wind. Students had three trials in 
which they had the opportunity to redesign their entry.   

• Middle school students designing and building safety containers for an egg drop 
competition (heights of 15 and 30 feet) to learn about initial and secondary 
impact.  

• And after the academic day, many students stay afterschool to participate in the 
following STEAM related clubs:  Lego Club, Scratch Coding Club, First Lego 
League Robotics Team, and Art Club. 
 

          Our students are actively learning and developing not only a strong 
knowledge base, but also how to problem solve by applying this knowledge. 
They are our future innovators, researchers, and leaders who will be capable 
of solving challenges facing our nation.  
 
          Yours in Christ, 
          Mrs. Maloney 
 
 

Easter Bingo Gets Intense 
 
In celebration of Easter, the  
Student Council members spent  
time with the younger students 
decorating bunnies and chicks. 
They also played an intense game of Easter 
Bingo with the second graders.  A fun time 
was had by all. 

Spartans: Science Rocks 
 
Spartan Science Squad (Bishop Stang High 
School) visited our school and performed lots 
of experiments for our fourth and fifth grade 
students. Here is what our students had to say 
afterward: “It was A-W-E-S-O-M-E!” “I LOVED 
it!” “It was great!” “The experiments were 
fantastic!” “Science rocks!” “I’m asking my 
mom if I can do the experiments at home.” 
Thanks Spartan Science Squad for showing 
us some really cool stuff! 

Happy Administrator    
Assistant Day! 

Thanks Mrs. Metivier for all you do to keep 
our school running smoothly every day! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-K 3 
Pre K 3 was busy learning about the life cycle of a chicken. 
They eagerly waited for the eggs to hatch. On Tuesday, April 
4th our first egg began to crack open, and by April 6th we had 
twenty-three little chicks. Spring has really sprung here at 
OLMC. We will be sad to see our new little friends leave us to 
head back to their home on the farm.                             
We have been enjoying the nice warm weather outside on our 
playground. It's amazing how we have grown and how more 
daring we have become climbing on the jungle gym and rock 
wall and jumping off the big tires! We had fun on the 
Wednesday before Easter finding Easter eggs that our fourth 
grade partners hid outside. Boy, the candy was yummy! 
 

Pre-K 4 
April showers hopefully will bring May flowers! Pre-K four 
enjoyed watching our chicks hatch and grow. We got to see 
many of the chicks hatch from their eggs. We also got to hold 
and feed the chicks. We learned about the life cycle of the 
chicken, from egg to hen. The chicks went back to Casey farm 
just before spring vacation. We have started talking about 
spring and how the birds begin to lay eggs, plants start to grow 
and all the changes that happen this time of year. Our birds 
have started to come back to the feeder outside our window. 
We planted morning glories and hope to see them climb up our 
window trellis. We also continue to work on learning our letters 
and numbers. Happy Birthday to Stella P., Kaysey, Julia and 
Oscar. Our students of the week were Savannah, James and 
Emily. 
 
	  
Kindergarten 
We have been busy as bees! The students have been learning 
new popcorn words. They have completed almost all of the 
pre- primer, primer, and first grade word lists!!!  They have met 
new alphafriends Edna Elephant, Willy Worm, and Ozzie 
Octopus. They are enjoying reading to the class each day! 
In writing, they are learning about the different parts of a 
sentence such as nouns, verbs and adjectives. They are 
working on adding more words in their own writing so that it 
can be more exciting. In religion, they learned all about Lent 
and Easter. They are starting to learn about the parts of the 
Mass. They will be making booklets all about the objects they 
see in church. In math, they have finished the chapter on 
money and have moved onto time. They enjoyed playing 
counting money games at center time.  The chapter on time 
focuses on the calendar, how long activities take, and time to 
the hour. The class has planted green bean seeds and are 
predicting and observing the growth. They will be journaling 
about that as well! Lastly the children have been working hard 

on their own books!  They are writing, and illustrating, and 
getting ready to showcase them at Young Author Night on May 
8th at 5:30 in the Parish Center! 
	  
Grade 1 
April showers and signs of spring!!! First grade has had a busy 
month for sure. We've finished eight of ten themes in reading 
and are now able to talk about story elements. We've looked 
closely at Arthur and D.W. stories by Marc Brown and have 
written our own Arthur story. We had so much fun during 
Reading Week and chose our door decoration to be Even 
Steven and Odd Todd. It was fun looking at math facts when 
comparing the two characters! Time and money found their 
way into our day. Trying to add coins was a challenge! In 
science, we are looking at rocks and discovering that each 
rock has a story to tell. In religion, we discussed the greatest 
story is that Jesus died for us. We prayed the Sorrowful 
Mysteries and found that his death was not the end of the 
story. We notice things all around us at Easter that remind us 
of New Life! 
	  
Grade 2 
April was fast and exciting in 2nd grade! We engaged in LOTS 
of fun activities during Reading Week – specially themed 
D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything and Read) times, Mystery Readers, 
Favorite Book Show & Tell, and watching the movie version of 
The BFG after reading it in class. We especially enjoyed 
watching and drawing with Steve Brosnihan! In math, students 
finished up our 3-digit addition and subtraction chapter. They 
are officially addition and subtraction champions! We are now 
onto learning about geometry. In reading, we read aloud from 
The Lemonade War and Frindle, as well as learned about 
verbs, contractions, and suffixes. Students wrote their own 
personal narratives about events in their lives as well as Earth 
Day writing about what they can do to make the environment a 
safer place for all to live. In religion, we are furiously preparing 
for First Communion, to take place on May 13th. We have 
learned all about the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist and we are just about ready to go! Please pray for 
our class as our students experience this monumental event in 
their faith journey. Next month will bring so much more learning 
as we wrap up this wonderful year. 
	  
Grade 3 
So much learning to do, so little time! With only a small number 
of weeks left in the school year things in third grade are as 
busy as ever! In math, students have been learning about 
decimals and how they relate to fractions. We have been 
converting from fractions to decimals and back again in order 
to gain a greater understanding of number sense.  In reading, 
we are continuing on with our unit on Pearl Harbor. We just 
recently finished reading a non-fiction text and are moving into 
a historical fiction text about the event. The students are 
excited to compare their knowledge with the information 
presented in the story. In science, we are about to begin a unit 
on economics and world cultures. We will be studying the 
evolution of economics and how the different cultures of the 
world are connected through trade and industry. Lastly, in 
religion, the students are engaged in a story of the sacraments. 
They have been learning about the different categories of 
sacraments: initiation, service, and healing and the role of each 
in the life of a Catholic. We have a lot to look forward to in the 
next month! 
	  
Grade 4 
May is going to be a busy month for the 4th grade. We are 
going to complete the Sense of Pride Program. The last two 
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components of it are the walking tour of Bristol and the 
community service at Coggeshall Farm. We will also be 
making a visit to Franklin Court. In class, we will be working 
hard on our studies. In religion, we will continue to focus on the 
Ten Commandments. We will be studying the 9th and 10th 
Commandments. The theme in reading is "Nature: Friend or 
Foe." The comprehension skills in this theme include following 
directions, summarizing, and identifying topic, main idea, and 
supporting details. The focus in English is on adverbs, 
prepositions, and prepositional phrases. In addition, the 
students are writing Pourquoi tales. In math, the focu is on 
area, perimeter, and volume. We will also be working with 
decimals. In social studies, we are finishing our study of the 
mountain states and moving on to study the western region. In 
science, we are studying the ocean and ocean life. 
Italian: The students are learning some new verbs and are 
practicing conjugating them.  
	  
Grade 5 
In April, the fifth graders hosted first Friday Mass as well as the 
semimonthly community meeting.  At the meeting, the students 
shared their bridge posters and explained what they learned 
about the specific bridge assigned to them. In reading, the 
students wrapped up the book Wonder by R.J Palacio.  The 
students completed a plot diagram and wrote their overall 
thoughts about the book. In math, the students learned to 
measure and draw angles using protractors, identified 
congruent and similar figures and learned how to use the "pi" 
formula to find the circumference of a circle. They also worked 
on a STEAM activity using area and perimeter. In science, the 
students learned about gravity, the affects of gravitational pull, 
as well as air resistance through the use of parachutes.  They 
participated in another STEAM activity where they constructed 
parachutes and dropped them outside of the prek-4 window.  
The object of the activity was to construct a parachute that 
dropped in the slowest amount of time and landed without the 
basket tipping over. Students reflected on the activity and 
discussed what they learned. They also discussed how they 
would have changed their designs to have a more effective 
parachute. In social studies, the students learned about the 
twelve amendments to the Constitution, the three branches of 
government and how they work. They also completed an 
activity on the Bill of Rights. 
Italian: The students are practicing numbers in Italian by 
reading a short dialogue in the target language and responding 
to questions based on it.  
	  
Grade 6 
Math: We are currently wrapping up the geometry unit.  
Students are learning about volume and will be moving onto 
the metric system, and data and statistics.  Students will be 
creating histographs and bar graphs.   
Literature: The students studied poetry by exploring and 
writing numerous forms of poetry.  In honor of National Poetry 
Month, students read famous poems by some of the masters 
such as Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost, and Shel Silverstein.   
The class enjoyed writing and illustrating free verse, haiku, and 
other forms of poems.   
English: Students considered their options for summer 
internships. They wrote business letters to apply for fictitious 
internship positions in an industry, which interested them.   
They used the resume style format to craft their letters in a 
very professional manner. 
Religion: The class continued to follow the Israelites’ on their 
journey as God’s chosen people.  God needed to send his 
prophets to call the people back to the covenant, faithfulness, 
and worship of the one true God. The class learned about the 
important messages of Jeremiah and Isaiah.    

Science: Students worked on engineering a basket to protect 
an egg for an egg drop contest. Through this project they 
learned the purpose of safety devices such as helmets and 
how they protect initial and secondary impact.  
History: The students have been learning about Africa and the 
Americas. This topic allows students to view ancient African 
civilizations, discover how western and eastern African 
civilizations grew because of trade, and other inventions 
created for the purpose of farming. 
French: The students are watching a movie in French based 
on a famous French children's book.  
 
Grade 7 
Pre-Algebra: Students have been working with graphing 
functions. They have had to rewrite equations from standard 
form to function form. They are moving onto solving functions 
such as f(x), g(x), and h(x). The students will also be using 
slope-intercept form to graph equations. 
Math: The students are working on a geometry unit. They are 
currently finding the area of triangles, trapezoids, and 
parallelograms. We will be moving forward to surface area and 
volume of polygons. 
Literature: The class studied poetry in honor of National 
Poetry Month.  Students also wrote poems of their own.  For 
Reading Week, the class began listening to “Son,” the final 
book of  “The Giver” quartet by Lois Lowry.  The author has 
introduced a new character from Jonas’ community and the 
concluding narrative is told from her point of view.   
English: Students wrote a persuasive essay on the topic 
saying no to drugs. They incorporated all the hallmarks of good 
writing including a strong thesis statement, a well supported 
argument, and of course a hook and clincher!   
Science: The students worked on engineering a basket for an 
egg drop competition and learned about the purpose of safety 
devices such as helmets and how they protect initial and 
secondary impact. Along with this, they are working with fossil 
dating and how scientists classify remains.  
Religion: We are continuing to deepen our knowledge of the 
Ten Commandments.  
Geography: We have moved to locations and characteristics 
of countries located in North America. 
French: The students are watching a movie in French based 
on a famous French children's book.  
	  

Grade 8 
Algebra: The students worked on adding, subtracting and 
multiplying polynomials. We are currently factoring 
polynomials. We will then move forward to understand radical 
expressions. 
Literature: The class studied poetry in honor of National 
Poetry Month.  Students examined poets’ use of metaphor to 
discover deeper meanings and to see and feel the world as a 
poet does. 
English: The class examined some of the basics of advertising 
and its use of persuasive techniques.  Students created 
Reading Week posters by applying some of the advertising 
strategies. 
Religion: The students picked a parable from the Bible.  They 
had to rewrite it and create a picture to symbolize the 
moral. We are then going to read our book of Parables to our 
kindergarten students. We will be learning about the Catholic 
Social Teachings of the Church.  
History: The students are currently learning about the 1950s.  
Topics include President Eisenhower’s Domestic Policy, The 
Cold War, the economic growth and prosperity of the 1950s, 
and problems and issues that arise. 
 



Science: The students worked on engineering a basket to 
protect an egg for the middle school egg drop contest, and 
learning about the purpose of safety devices such as helmets 
and how they protect initial and secondary impact. The 
students have continued to work with F=MA problems along 
with free body diagrams. These skills prepare them for higher-
level classes along with getting them to understand force and 
its impact on everything around us. 
Latin: The students are learning adjectives in Latin and where 
they fall in the word order of sentences.  
	  
	  

Physical Education  
Preschool – Grade 2: Students have been playing games to 
work on spatial awareness, dodging, and changing directions 
while running at certain speeds. Games, such as Power Ball, 
work on the students getting in the maximum amount of 
exercise during their allotted time period without them even 
realizing they are exercising - even when they are out of the 
game!  
Grades 3-8: The students have been working on team building 
games, group challenges and partner exercising. Some of the 
games we played, sink or swim and the human knot, have 
focused on working together as a team to complete a task, 
communication skills and building trust amongst each other. It 
was awesome to watch the students working together to 
accomplish the same goal as a team. 
	  

Health 
Alll grades have been learning about muscles and bones.  
Preschool – Grade 3: Students have been focusing more 
specifically on what muscles and bones are exactly, places 
they are located, and why we need them for our body to move.   
Grades 4 – 8: Students have been learning about the 
musculoskeletal system, different types of bones and muscles 
that we have in our body and how bones and muscles 
function.  Also, the middle school students are learning the 
importance of age appropriate strength training and proper 
exercise techniques.  
 

Art 
Preschool: Students have been creating their alphabet art. 
This past month they have made “R” rooster, “S” skunk and “T” 
tree. They also made some adorable Easter art, creating 
painted eggs and carrots out of small squares of orange 
construction paper and their handprint for the green leaves.    
Kindergarten – Grade 2: Students made tie dye Easter 
bunnies. The students colored in their coffee filters with 
markers and cut out an Easter bunny from the filter. They then 
sprayed it with the water bottle, the water made all the colors 
blend into each other creating the tie-dye effect. A cotton ball 
for the rabbit’s fluffy tail perfected their bunnies.  
Grades 3 – 5: To tie into reading week, students chose a 
favorite book character. Using a reference, the students drew 
their characters to the best of their abilities. These drawing 
came out awesome. There were many different characters, 
anything from Harry Potter, Greg from a "Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid", Petey from "Dog Man Unleashed", and many more.  
Middle School: Students used their painting skills to create an 
acrylic painting of their choice on canvas paper. They learned 
about the characteristics of acrylic paints. If they let the paint 
dry and paint over it the colors did not blend unlike watercolor 
paints. They could blend the paint on their palette or they could 
blend the colors directly on their canvas. The paint could be 
thinned out to look more like water colors or used in it’s opaque 
form. The students were very excited about how their paintings 
turned out.   
 
 

Music 
Well, we are all back from vacation and the end of the year is 
quickly approaching. During April, the lower elementary 
students sang spring songs and Easter songs. Also, they did a 
little bunny hop and sang a cute song titled There was an Old 
Lady who Swallowed a Chick! (in honor of the cute chicks that 
hatched in the Pre K 4 classroom).  Pre K 3 students are not 
only preparing for our Spring Concert, but also for their 
“Mother’s Day celebration! In preparation for the Elementary 
Spring Concert titled Going Green!  the students have been 
working hard on their songs and are learning some facts about 
recycling, saving energy, taking care of our environment, and 
saving our Earth!  With this in mind, they can be very creative 
with their concert attire. They can wear anything pertaining to 
saving our earth (examples: tee shirts with recycling on it, 
flowered tee shirts, ocean tee shirts, garden shirts, or shirts 
with National State park logos etc.).  Please use your 
imagination and get creative. No fretting, just have FUN! 
Upper class students are putting the finishing touches on their 
concert pieces. Guitar students and recorder students should 
be practicing diligently!  Students who study a musical 
instrument with a private teacher and have reached a level of 
performing should bring in a piece of music to audition if they 
would like to perform it for the concert.  The theme for the 
upper grades is All That Jazz!  It has been a fun theme and 
they really seem to like the catchy tunes!  They have also 
learned some jazz terms and the names of some famous Jazz 
artist. Their concert attire is to look JAZZY with lots of color 
and sparkle. It should be easy for all the girls. The boys can 
wear colorful dress shirts with bow ties or a regular tie and dark 
pants (uniform pants are fine). Music tee shirts with jazz 
instruments on them or a famous jazz artist or even a tee shirt 
with music symbols on it would also work nicely (again to be 
worn with dark pants).  Remember no need to fret; if these 
ideas do not work the student can always wear their uniform 
pants and shirt. We look forward to bedazzling you with some 
classic jazz songs.  
	  


