
 

 

 

 

  

  

Congrats to Our March Students of the Month 
 
Kindergarten: Gia Perry; Grade 1: Nate Davis, Isabella Troost-Cramer, Issac 
Southworth; Grade 2: Angelica Harmon; Grade 3: Patrick Usher, Ethan Almonte; 
Grade 4: Cade Pelletier; Grade 5: Isabella Clark. 
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April Calendar 

 
Spring Pictures                           4/4 

PTG mtg, 7 pm                4/4                         

1st Communion mtg, 6:30pm     4/4 

1st Friday Liturgy                        4/7 

Comedy Night, 7pm                   4/7 

Reading Week              4/10 – 4/13 

Good Friday, no school            4/14 

Spring Break                 4/17 – 4/21 

Dress Down Day, $1                4/28 
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         I hope everyone has checked out our Facebook page (Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel Bristol) and has a chance to “like” us and keep abreast of the goings-
on at OLMC. So much is happening at our school! Recent postings include 
some special recognitions of our students’ successes, both in and out of the 
classroom. So, be a part of our online school community and join us in 
celebrating the talent and effort of our students. Our students are so talented 
in so many ways! 

Here at OLMC School, we are proud of our Catholic identity. We not 
only learn our faith and pray our faith, but we put our faith into action. Our 
students should be commended for the choices they make to live according to 
the Gospel. Just as Christ asks each of us to love our fellow brothers and 
sisters, our students put this love into action by participating in the following 
community service projects: 

 
• Collecting cans of soup to donate to the East Bay Food Pantry, 
• Collecting toiletries to donate to the East Bay Food Pantry, 
• Visiting the residents at Franklin Court Assisted Living Facility, 
• Collecting warm clothing to donate to area distribution sites, 
• Collecting baby items and making cards to support Gabrielle’s 

Project, 
• Fundraising to purchase animal toys to donate to the Bristol Animal 

Shelter, 
• Growing and planting flowers to beautify our community. 
 

I couldn’t be prouder of our students. They continue to inspire us all on 
a daily basis. 

  
The forty days of Lent will soon be coming to an end, and we will be 

celebrating Easter. As we do, I wish all our school families a joyful and 
prayerful Easter season. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Mrs. Maloney 
 

We Are All Irish for a Day 
 
During March, the Student  
Council hosted a "Green Thing  
Sale" in honor of Saint Patrick's Day. 
The students sold green accessories  
for the students to wear for the day.  This 
popular event is enjoyed by the students 
because they love being Irish for the day.   

Did You Hear? 
 
Four of our teachers are participating in a 
year-long course at Roger William’s University 
to be certified as STEAM teachers. As part of 
the course, Mr. Tom Pilecki co-author of From 
STEM to STEAM, visited our school. In a 
recent email, this is what Mr. Pilecki had to 
say about his visit:  

”The minute you walk in the front door, 
you KNOW learning is taking place! I 
especially like the STEAM projects. The 
enthusiasm and dedication of the 
teachers and the engagement of the 
students was excellent. Congrats!”  

 Students Hit the Net in Free-Throw Contest 
 
Three of our students won their  
age bracket in the Knights of  
Columbus Free-Throw State  
Competition recently.  
Congratulations to Emma Vedro,  
grade 6; Mia Padula, grade 7; 
and Christina Vittoria, grade 8  
.  
 
 

April 17 – 21 
Enjoy your vacation! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-K 3 
We did not want to believe Mr. Groundhog when he said six 
more weeks of winter, so we decided to make our classroom 
look and feel like spring!! We have been busy decorating our 
room with rainbows, flowers, rain clouds and many other spring 
art projects.  We are having fun learning new songs about our 
planet earth and how important it is to recycle! In religion, we 
learned some fun facts about Saint Patrick and Saint Joseph, 
along with practicing our payers. Playing hopscotch outside on 
the blacktop is a fun way to practice and recognize our 
numbers to ten. Our fourth-grade partners came to visit us and 
we worked on jellybean crosses for our friends at Franklin 
Court. We will bring the crosses soon and will sing songs to the 
residents. Our chicken eggs have arrived from Casey Farm, 
we can't wait till they hatch so we can hold them. 
 

Pre-K 4 
Spring is finally here!! March comes in like a lion and goes out 
like a lamb! We have been tracking the lion and lamb days and 
graphing the weather for the month. We talked about how 
clouds are made up of ice crystals and tested what objects the 
wind could move. We had a visitor from Casey Farm come into 
the school and talk to the students about chickens and eggs. 
We have our incubator set up in the classroom with our eggs, 
which should hatch on April 5th.  We weighed an egg and found 
that, even though we predicted it would gain weight, it lost 
weight over the course of a week. This is because water 
evaporates out of the egg and is replaced with air. We also 
continue to work on our early literacy program, as well as our 
letters and numbers. Our students of the week have been 
Juliana and Logan. Happy Birthday to Emily, Chenzy and 
Tristen. 
	  
Kindergarten 
The kindergarten students have been working really hard on 
their writing. They completed their winter journals and were so 
proud of how much progress they have made.  In their new 
spring journals, they have been writing about what they would 
do if they found a pot of gold, and what they love to do in the 
spring. In reading, they have finished the theme called Wheels 
Around and have begun a new theme called Down on the 
Farm. They have met new alphafriends Ozzie Octopus, Dudley 
Duck, Zelda Zebra, and Mr. X-ray. They are continuing to learn 
new popcorn words and have started a new game with the 
trickier popcorn words!  These words are stuck on the door of 
the classroom and when they leave to get a drink of water or 
go to the bathroom they have to read one of the words and 
move it up. They are having a blast with this! In math, they 
have completed addition and subtraction and have worked 
really hard on mixed math. They had to be very careful to 

watch the signs on each math problem to make sure they were 
putting together or breaking apart. They have started chapter 
nine and are very excited to learn about money!  Soon they will 
be able to play money games at center time and they can't 
wait! 
In religion, the class has been learning about the things Jesus 
used when he was younger compared to the things we use 
now. They have been reading about how much Jesus loves 
them and wants everyone to be kind to each other. Next, we 
will be learning about the Mass. The class will make a book 
about all of the different items on the altar and what they are 
called. In science, the class has been patiently observing their 
egg. They have weighed it and compare the weight week by 
week. They are very excited to meet the chicks because they 
have learned all about their life cycle! 
	  
Grade 1 
First graders marched right through the month with math and 
science. In math, we looked at geometry, shapes, and       
attributes. And then it was on to counting coins. We used what 
we knew about counting by fives and tens to show the many 
ways to represent an amount. Next, we will take time to learn 
about telling time! In science, we had help from Dr. Caldwell 
who taught us about liquids and solids, transparency and 
viscosity. She helped us make Slime so we could experience 
matter in several forms. Our experiment was exciting and 
gooey! For our bulletin board, each child made praying hands 
with a prayer they wrote to Jesus. During Lent, we are growing 
closer to Jesus. We love center time in our classroom. In the 
afternoon, the students get a turn at each of the centers. We 
usually have Ipads, math center, creation station, reading with 
buddies, and Smart board or listening center. It is our favorite 
time of the day! 
	  
Grade 2 
March has been a joyful month in grade 2! We have been 
studying biographies for most of the month in reading and 
writing. Students completed book reports after reading a 
biography of their choice and shared them with the class – we 
all learned more about historical figures such as Walt Disney, 
George Washington, and Thomas Edison! We also used 
timelines to write our own autobiographies. Students wrote 
about important events in their lives so far, including moving, 
starting OLMC, being baptized, and so much more! It was such 
pleasure to further develop our writing at the same time as 
learning more about each other. Math brought a quick study of 
3-digit place value, which students tackled head on! We are 
just now starting 3-digit addition and subtraction. Their number 
sense grows each and every day! In science, we learned all 
about the three states of matter and how those states of matter 
can change – ask a second-grader how a liquid becomes a 
solid! We enjoyed learning about these changes in matter 
while doing microwave and freezer experiments. In religion, we 
are in high gear preparing for First Holy Communion. We are 
learning about why Jesus gives us the Eucharist and what it 
means to gather as a parish community for the Eucharistic 
celebration. Our Lent Hygiene Drive has been a great success 
so far due to the generosity of our school community. Second 
grade sends their gratitude and hopes for some more 
donations before the drive ends on Holy Thursday!  
	  
Grade 3 
Third grade is abuzz with new life as the warmer weather 
begins to roll in! In math, students have been practicing long 
division skills and working to understand the concept behind 
the process. We are also in the midst of learning about 
fractions and students are working hard to learn about how 
fractions impact their daily life! In reading, we have begun a 

Class    
News    



new unit in which students will learn about one historical event 
using many different resources and genres of text. The 
students have picked the attack on Pearl Harbor and are 
excitedly asking questions and thinking of ways to seek out 
their answers. In social studies, students are beginning a unit 
on Rhode Island history! They are very excited to learn about 
their state and it’s past. In religion, it’s all about vocations! 
Students have been learning about vocations within the church 
and thinking about how they can serve God through the 
vocation of a lay person! It is truly inspiring to listen to all their 
ideas about how they are going to serve God as they grow 
older!! Never a dull moment here in third grade! 
	  
Grade 4 
The fourth graders are continuing their study of the 
Commandments. They are finishing up learning about the 
Eighth Commandment, and will be moving on to the Ninth 
Commandment. They are also setting weekly Lenten goals. 
They write their goals on purple paper and have created a 
Lenten chain. The theme in reading is Heroes. We recently 
read about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. In the next few weeks, we 
will be reading about Gloria Estefan and Lou Gerhig. While 
reading the stories, the students will learn about cause and 
effect, making judgments, and separating fact from opinion. In 
English, the students are learning about personal pronouns, 
object pronouns, and possessive pronouns. The focus in social 
studies is the Mountain States. We will be studying the 
Shoshone people, boom towns, and women's suffrage. The 
students are studying earth science. They are learning about 
land forms, erosion, minerals, and natural resources. In math, 
the students are working on fractions, geometry, and division. 
Finally, the 4th grade and pre-k 3 students recently visited 
Franklin Court. They students read poetry to the residents. In 
addition, they sang spring songs, visited with the residents, 
and gave the residents Easter crafts.   
Italian: The students are learning about verbs and how to 
conjugate them for various subjects.  
	  
Grade 5 
During March, the fifth graders continued to celebrate the 
Lenten season by reflecting on their good deeds and 
blessings. They have also read and discussed different Bible 
passages related to the Easter. The students are continuing to 
read Wonder by RJ Palacio and have focused on writing 
summaries. They have also learned about different points of 
view and how to identify character traits. In math, the students 
learned how to interpret and create different charts and 
graphs. They focused on frequency charts, bar graphs, line 
plots, circle graphs, pictographs, histograms and line 
plots. Through technology, the students learned how to create 
a few of the graphs during computer class. In social studies, 
the students learned about the history and different parts of the 
Declaration of Independence. The students also learned about 
the creators and signors of the Declaration. In science, the 
students focused on engineering, specifically bridges. They 
have learned about different types of bridges, the structures of 
bridges and researched different bridges around the world. The 
students designed and constructed beams and added weight 
to the beam to see how well their designed beam was put 
together. Afterwards, the students had to analyze their bridge 
collapse and journal what they would have done differently. 
Italian: The students are learning numbers 1-100 in Italian, 
and they are practicing with them by doing some basic math 
problems. 
	  
	  
 

Grade 6 
Math: This month we celebrated Pi day. The students created 
flipbooks, which contained the facts of Pi, and how circular 
items are part of our everyday life. The students celebrated by 
having their own personal pie!!  We are currently learning 
about area of polygons.  We will be moving forward to learning 
about volume and surface area. 
History: The students have been learning about the Assyrians, 
Chaldeans, and the Persians in history. These cultures have 
brought many important inventions to our everyday life such as 
coins, libraries, and sundials.  
Science: We have been learning about the Earth, moon, and 
sun. These topics are extremely important to find out the cause 
of seasons, climates, and tides. 
ELA: In Literature, the class explored fictional and 
informational texts focused on how our genes, our 
environment, our family and friends, and our personal choices 
and goals all contribute to make us unique individuals. The 
informational texts included an article from Time magazine 
titled, “The Gene Scene.” Some of the short stories included 
Eleven, The All-American Slurp, and Freckles and Face 
Cream. In English, the class wrapped up a grammar study of 
verbs, and continued to apply and improve their writing skills in 
daily journal entries and essays.  
Religion: The class learned about King David, beginning with 
the classic Bible narrative of David versus Goliath. Students 
continued that timeline, as David became the second king of 
Israel, followed by his son Solomon, who was known for his 
great God given wisdom.  
French: The students are learning about adjectives in French 
and they are using them to write simple sentences to describe 
the houses they just completed on "home" vocabulary.  
 
Grade 7 
Math: This past month the students worked together as one 
group to learn about percent applications. The students 
learned how to find the retail price, sale price, and discount 
percents. They also learned how to calculate the tip and tax of 
a bill. We concluded the chapter with a Simple Interest project. 
Each student had to find what the interest amount of a house 
would be after 15 or 30 years and find the balance.  
Geography: We have moved to learning more about states 
and capitals. Knowing where all states are located along with 
knowing their capitals is important to know. Some students 
were having difficulties at first but listening to songs, playing 
state capital bingo, and doing flash quizzes has definitely 
helped. 
Religion: Students have been learning more about the Holy 
Spirit and we will begin to learn more about the sacraments.  
Science: We have been learning about pedigree charts to 
enhance our knowledge of family trees while being able to 
trace traits across a family. This allows us to find which family 
members are homozygous and heterozygous.  
ELA - The class finished reading classic science fiction novel, 
The Giver, by Lois Lowry. The class compared and contrasted 
the text with the movie version which was released in 2014. In 
addition, each student created a novel mosaic and presented it 
to the class. The mosaics featured all the literary elements of 
the novel including characterization, plot-internal and external 
conflicts, setting, and theme.  
French: The students are learning about adjectives in French 
and they are using them to write simple sentences to describe 
the houses they just completed on "home" vocabulary.  
	  

Grade 8 
Algebra: We just wrapped up the unit on quadratic formula 
and graphing quadratic inequalities.  So now we are currently 
learning about polynomials, specifically how to add and 



subtract polynomials. The students are also using the F.O.I.L 
method to multiply binomials.  As we move forward we will be 
jumping into factoring quadratics.  
History: We are learning about the Holocaust. The students 
have read Boy in the Stripped Pajamas by John Boyne and 
have watched the movie. Throughout reading the book, 
students were given questioned that required much reflection 
and critical thinking. The students will be completing a project 
based on the Holocaust and an essay comparing the book to 
the movie. 
Science: We have moved to solving physics problems and 
working with free body diagrams. The eighth graders were 
having difficulties at first but working collaboratively by solving 
the problems on the board has helped them immensely. These 
difficult problems require high level thinking, are an impressive 
content for an 8th grader and will definitely prepare them for 
their future success academically. 
Religion: Each student received a colored piece of paper on 
which they listed temptations that are leading them away from 
Christ.  We then shredded the paper and taped the pieces on a 
large cross. The cross will be up for the remainder of Lent to 
remind the students that they are can change anything about 
their lives that is turning them away from Christ.    
ELA: In Literature, the class read several selections of 
informational text, which included persuasive essays on topics 
such as homelessness, water conservation, and the trouble 
with television. Students also read the classic coming of age 
short story by Walter Dean Myers entitled, The Treasure of 
Lemon Brown, which presented true treasures that fathers 
pass on to their sons. True treasures are of the heart and soul; 
they are not monetary. 
In English, students worked on essay writing with a grammar 
study of nouns and verbs.  
Latin: The students are learning how to decline adjectives in 
Latin based on different subjects.  
 
Physical Education  
Preschool – Grade 1: Students have been working on 
balancing, long jumps, and over and under obstacles.   
Grades 2 – 8: Students have finished up a unit on hockey; 
using the stick skills they learned in the earlier weeks to 
compete in a full hockey game.   
 
Health 
Preschool – Grade 3: Students have been finishing up the 
last two senses - hearing and sight. Students had a chance to 
be blindfolded relying on their other senses to identify objects 
and to hear noises. This was challenging for some students, 
but gave them a chance to understand how important their 
senses really are.   
Grades 4-8: Students have been working on understanding 
peer pressure; what it is all about and ways to deal with certain 
pressures that they might have to face throughout the years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art 
Pre-school: Students have been hard at work on their 
alphabet art. This month they have made “M” monster, “N” 
night and “Q” quilt. They also had a great time painting chicks. 
Instead of using a paintbrush the children painted with forks 
making their chicks look plump and fluffy. 
taking their time to create these beautiful colorful pieces of 
art.    
Kindergarten – Grade 2: The students made wonderful St. 
Patrick’s Day artwork. There were rainbows with pots of gold 
and fluffy white clouds. They also created pastel drawings of 
leprechauns. Many of the leprechauns were dancing in front of 
very full pots of gold. The children are patiently awaiting the 
hatching of the chicks in Pre-K4. To get ready for the chicks  
the students created beautiful artwork of hens, chicks, and 
eggs. 
Grades 3 – 5: The students have started a very intricate 
Easter drawing comprised of a rabbit and Easter eggs. The 
eggs must overlap each other as well as the rabbit.  Wherever 
an egg overlaps something, the color must change. They are  
Middle School: Students have been very busy as well.  They 
have started drawing objects from observation. At first, they 
picked one object to draw, looking at the shadows and 
highlights and trying to recreate it on paper. After some 
practice, the students set up small still life drawings. They are 
working on drawing from observation rather than what they 
think it looks like. The pencil drawings are coming out 
wonderful, with a great variation in light and dark pencil 
shadings. 
 
Preschool through 8th grade students have also been hard at 
work on a class art project. They are putting the final touches 
on these pieces of art. The artwork will be ready for Comedy 
Night to be a part of the silent auction. There is a great variety 
of pieces and they are all beautifully done.  
 
Music 
During the month of March many of the music classes enjoyed 
learning a little history about St. Patrick’s Day by singing Irish 
songs and also doing a little Irish Step Dancing!  In some of the 
songs we incorporated using rhythm instruments and 
xylophones. Lower elementary students also sang about 
rainbows and were happy to use colored scarfs in their creative 
movements. 
In recorder class, along with one or two new songs each week, 
the students learned a new note (f#).  We continue to learn 
new rhythms and practice our note reading.   
Guitar classes are working very hard on their concert pieces. 
Chorus classes continue to work on their performance pieces 
and we added our last new piece this month. Next, will be a 
little choreography! 
Lower elementary also continues to work on their spring 
performance. This month we added musical instruments, 
narration parts, and lots of movement.   
Spring is here and we will start some singing spring songs 
even if it is still too chilly!  So far, we managed to sing about 
rain & wind! Please pray for sunny warm weather and have a 
Blessed Easter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

From the Rhode Island Catholic, the official newspaper of the Diocese of Providence 
 
BY LAUREN CLEM, STAFF REPORTER 
PROVIDENCE — Rep. Robert Lancia (R-Cranston) announced legislation on Tuesday to expand the corporate tax credit scholarship program, 
which allows corporations and small businesses to obtain state tax credits for donations made to scholarship funds for students with financial 
need. If passed, the legislation would increase the amount of scholarship funds available to Catholic and other private school students through 
tax-deductible corporate sponsorships. 
          “I’m very proud to introduce this legislation because I am an educator myself as well as a proud pastor,” Lancia, a retired American 
Baptist pastor, told a meeting of Catholic school educators at the chancery last week. 
         The corporate tax credit scholarship program was introduced in 2006 to offer a tax credit beyond the federal tax deduction for charitable 
contributions for donations supporting K–12 education. Participating businesses make a one or two-year commitment to donate to one of six 
scholarship-granting organizations (SGOs) that serve the state’s religious, independent and charter schools. Donations intended for students at 
Rhode Island’s Catholic schools are distributed through Financial Aid for Children’s Education (FACE of RI), an SGO administrated by the 
diocesan Catholic School Office. 
         According to Edward Bastia, business administrator for the Catholic School Office, the program has received strong interest among local 
businesses but is restricted by a state-set limit on available tax credit, which is currently capped at $1.5 million. The limit has increased only 
once since the program’s creation and falls far below annual demand, with only 22 of the 107 businesses that applied last year selected to 
participate. In contrast, the calculated need of students attending Catholic schools has increased by 122 percent since 2006 and currently exceeds 
$24.7 million. 
         “The need is growing at such an alarming rate which means that those families who are choosing to enroll their children in a Catholic 
school of their choice have deep and alarming need,” Bastia said.  Read the entire article at http://www.thericatholic.com/stories. 
Legislation submitted to the General Assembly would increase the tax credit limit to $5 million and provide for an additional increase of 15 
percent following any year in which applications for the program exceed the limit by at least 10 percent. The raised limit would allow businesses 
and SGOs to expand a partnership that, according to Bastia, is highly sought after by both potential donors and students in need but lacking 
government support. 
“That cap is so small and there are so many corporations looking for this that it sells out in one day,” he said, referring to the application period 
for potential donors, which opens and closes yearly on July 1 due to excessive demand. Selection for the program is decided by lottery later in 
the month. 
“Think of what it would mean for you if we could make more Catholic schools available and affordable for children and their families,” he 
added. 
Rep. Lancia is optimistic about the bill’s outcome but emphasized the importance of testimony from families impacted by the program at the 
committee hearing, which has not yet been scheduled. 
“We have got to get people up there testifying, that’s the key to the bill,” he said. “I’ll tell you, [it’s] very powerful when you have a young 
person who comes up and testifies how this affects their lives.” 
Lancia said the committee would also consider the program’s fiscal impact as well as the graduation and college-bound rates of students at 
affected schools. Data compiled by the Catholic Schools Office based on the average cost-per-student in the state’s public schools as released by 
the Department of Education indicated the corporate tax credit scholarship program provided a $6.7 million savings to the state in 2015. 
 


