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Bishop Tobin talks faith, learning

October Calendar
First Friday Mass, 9:30 am

10/6

Columbus Day, No School

10/9

Dress Down Day, $1

10/20

Halloween Party, 6 – 9 pm

10/27

The Most Rev. Bishop Thomas Tobin was OLMC’s
first inspirational speaker for our school’s Monday
Morning Message series on Sept. 11. His love for
God, and commitment to Catholic education was
inspiring! Our students were eager to show him
around our wonderful school. Read the Bristol
Phoenix article by Manny Correira following our
Class News page.
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Congratulations October Students of the Month
Kindergarten: Benjamin Usher and Emily O'Connor; Grade 1: Logan Rocha; Grade
2: Kevin Casey and Issac Southworth; Grade 3: Emry Sousa; Grade 4: Madison
Rocha and William Southworth; Grade 5: Tomasso Deininger

New Student Council
Reps Installed
Representatives to the school’s student
council were voted in last week, and they’re
ready to ignite excitement into our student
body.
Officers
President: Mia Padula; Vice President:
Kathleen Smith; Treasurer: Thomas Swift;
Secretary - Analucia Romero.
Class Representatives
Grade 3: Matthew Swift and James
O'Connor; Grade 4: Nicholas Grover and
Lucas Pacheco; Grade 5:Klara Jamro and
Andrew Curtis; Grade 6: Hannah Rezendes
and Daniel Vittoria; Grade 7: Taylor Mason
and Asher Antaya; Grade 8: Riley Letendre
and Noah Rocha.

Dear Parents,
September is one of my favorite months of the year because it’s ‘back
to school’ month. I love how our students are so excited to reunite with
classmates and continue their learning. At OLMC School, the first few weeks
of September have been filled with the enjoyment of being in the presence of
one another and with students learning the routines and expectations of
being in a higher grade.
This is the third year we are incorporating a Monday Morning
Message program into our weekly schedule, and over sixty-five speakers
have visited our school to date! For those new to our school community,
every Monday morning our students gather in the Parish Center immediately
after arrival and a guest speaker shares their faith with our students either
through a personal faith experience or a recounted faith journey. This
program has been very successful, as the presentations have conveyed
powerful messages to our students.
This year, we were honored to have Bishop Thomas Tobin as our
kick-off speaker for the first meeting of the school year. He told our students
about the importance of religion class to prepare for life on earth and eternal
life in heaven. After his talk, he visited our classrooms and met our teachers,
students, and staff. As he was leaving, he remarked that OLMC is wonderful
school and this visit made his day!
But, you don’t have to be a bishop to be a speaker! If you are
interested in sharing your faith with our students, please contact me.

Welcome Ms. M to Grade 3
Students in Grade 3 were greeted with a
new, smiling face as Ms. Kayla
McLaughlin joined the staff at OLMC this
fall. A master’s student at Providence
College, she is affectionately known as
Ms. M, so as not to be confused with Ms.
McLaughlin in Grade 2. Ms. M has the
energy and passion for teaching, and her
students are excited to learn.

The Monday Morning Message program is just one of the many
opportunities we provide for your child to become an intentional Disciple of
Christ. An intentional Disciple means that your child is making the choice to
follow what Christ asks of each of us. Whether it is listening to a guest talk
about faith, receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation before First Friday
Mass, reading the message written on the reception area white board, daily
praying of a decade of the rosary, or singing in the Liturgical Choir, OLMC
provides unlimited opportunities for your child to experience Christ each day.
What is the value of the Catholic education we provide?
Immeasurable!
Yours in Christ,
Mrs. Maloney

Students raise $600 for Harvey victims
Thank you to all our OLMC students and families who were able
to donate to the Student-to-Student campaign sponsored by the
National Catholic Educators Association, in support of relief
efforts in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.
This campaign will send 100% of donations to the Archdiocese’s Catholic Schools, students, and their families.

In science, the class did some investigation about
apples. They hypothesized about whether or not they
would float or sink, and then experimented to find out
that indeed they float! They wanted to know if they were
cut in half if they would still float, and they found that
they would!! The class discovered that there is a star
hidden inside the apple and labeled a model apple in the
room.
In religion, they learned that God has made everything;
including the sun, stars, moon, water and land. They
have been discussing ways to love all of the gifts from
God!
They can't wait to see what's in store for October!

Pre-K 3
Wow! It is hard to believe we have been in school almost
a month. We have met some new friends and it is great
being back with some of our old ones! We are working
on sharing our toys with our classmates and using our
magic words please and thank you. During circle time
we have been learning some of our colors... red, green
and yellow. We have been talking about the season of
autumn, and the children have been bringing in fall items
to observe and discuss.
During the first few weeks we have been learning
new school rules such as using our walking feet and
inside voice. We are learning our prayers and some
new songs that we recite each morning. Our favorite
time of day of course is when the weather is nice and we
are outside on the swings, slide, tires and other fun
equipment on our playground.

Pre-K 4
Pre-K 4 has spent September making new friends and
learning the rules and routines of our classroom. The
class went into the church and Fr. Steve gave us a tour
and told us about all the things we saw. We talked about
how Jesus died on the cross and then rose from the
dead so that we all can be saved. We have also begun
working on learning our letter sounds. We have been
learning about the ocean and many of the animals that
live there. We will soon start learning about fall and all
the changes we see this time of year. Our students of
the week were Macey and Griffin. Happy Birthday to
Charlie, Anthony and Sam.

Kindergarten
The kindergarteners have been so busy getting to know
each other and learn all about what fun they will have
this year! In reading, they are previewing all the letters
and learning about rhyming words. They have read
many new stories including The Lion and the Mouse.
They love listening to stories and answering questions
about what was read to them!
They have zoomed through the first chapter in math and
learned all about sorting! They sorted by color, shape,
same, different and size! They have just begun learning
about geometric solids! Soon they will learn about and
create patterns.

Grade 1
September has been a month of adjusting and practicing
being good learners. The students have settled into a
first grade routine and have become great team
members. We have already finished the first of ten
themes in reading, chapter one in math (exploring
numbers), and chapter one and two in religion (God
Created Us and We Believe in the Blessed Trinity). We
read and write every day while we share our knowledge
with each other. We have been able to get outside daily
and enjoy running and playing games at the little
playground in the afternoon. We are good friends and
good citizens!

Grade 2
Second grade is off to a great start! Students have been
enjoying getting reacquainted with one another after a
long summer. In math, we hit the ground running with
learning lots of new addition and subtraction strategies
as well as building our math fact fluency with lots of math
games. In writing, we spent a few weeks learning about
the components of a complete sentence and are now
expanding that knowledge while we learn about the
naming and the action parts of sentences. The students
have also written their own fiction stories this month! Ask
a second-grader to tell you about theirs. In religion, we
have been learning all about Jesus’ life and the early life
of the Church. We will soon begin our studies of the
sacraments in preparation for First Reconciliation in
December! In reading, we have been exploring Wild
Island through My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles
Gannett as well as reading and writing words with short
vowel sounds, learning about synonyms, and building
our independent reading stamina. Our first unit in
science is all about simple machines and we are busy
learning about how these machines make work easier
and the many types that we see in our communities.

Grade 3
Third grade has had a great start to the school year. We
have focused on working hard and persevering through
any challenges we face in our academics. In math, we
learned about place value and counting money through
practice problems, games, and videos. We have begun
the writing process and students are working hard at
revising and editing their personal narratives. The class
also has been working on predicting, inferring, and

questioning while we read. Students have enjoyed
reading Freckle Juice by Judy Blume as a class. The
OLMC third grade classroom is a wonderful community
of avid readers!

Grade 4
It has been a busy start to the school year. The 4th
grade has been working hard and learning many new
concepts. In religion, they are studying the Beatitudes.
The theme in reading is Journeys. Place value and word
problems are the topic in math. In social studies, they
are learning about the southwest. Sentences and
personal narratives are the focus in English. In addition,
we started a brand new science curriculum. The
students are learning hands-on science with the Nancy
Larson Science Kits. Finally, the students are looking
forward to starting our community service project. On
Oct. 27th we will be making our first visit to Franklin
Court Assisted Living Facility.

Grade 5
During the month of September the fifth graders worked
on learning their daily routine and new schedules. The
students expressed their enthusiasm for learning during
the first week of school. In reading, the students read
stories from the Nature's Fury Theme. They learned
about different types of storms and the effects storms
and natural disasters have on places. The students
continued learning about the history of storms in social
studies, specifically about the worst storms that hit the
United States. In English, the students reviewed the
different types of sentences and learned how to pick a
subject complement out of a sentence. In math, the
students have been reviewing their math facts and
practicing double and triple digit multiplication. In
religion, the students have enjoyed learning about the
Sacraments from Father Steve and creating a Mysteries
of the Rosary booklet. In science, the students learned
about the parts of a cell and the differences between
animal and plant cells. They enjoyed using microscopes
to analyze a variety of cells from different objects.

Grade 6
Math: The students reviewed multiplying with whole
numbers and decimals. We also reviewed the six
important points of solving a word problem: reading the
problem, identifying the question, listing the important
facts, writing an equation, solving the equation, and
checking your answer. The students have had an
introduction to exponents and scientific notation.
ELA: The students are doing a fantastic job in middle
school! In literature, the class presented Ancient Egypt
projects inspired by the summer reading selection The
Egypt Game. The wide range of topics included
agriculture, mummification, murals, agriculture, fashion,
the Great Sphinx, pyramids, and much much more! The
projects were very informative and each student
concluded their presentation with a question and answer
session.
English: Students learned how to use REC Format to
facilitate the essay writing process. The REC acronym

stands for restating the prompt, elaborating and
explaining using examples as text evidence, and
concluding with a clincher.
Religion: The class learned about how the Bible is
organized, and the many books and genres of literature
that are found throughout the Old and New Testament.
Fr. Steve teaches on Wednesdays, and his PowerPoints
are fantastic!
History: Students are learning about the usefulness of
archaeology along with the creation of different land
forms. Students have also taken their first quiz and
absolutely knocked it out of the park!
Science: We have been learning about erosion,
weathering, and the changes of earth over time.
Vocabulary: Students’ hard work is very apparent.
When time is given in class to study or work in groups
students waste very little time because this class wants
to succeed.

Grade 7
Seventh grade is an assortment of all different kinds of
personalities, which couldn't mesh any better if they
tried. All these students come to class prepared and are
eager to learn and build off of each other.
Math: The students have reviewed multiplying and
dividing whole and decimal numbers. We are currently
reviewing adding and subtracting integers and will be
moving forward to multiplying and dividing integers as
well.
Pre-Algebra: Each group is currently learning about the
distributive property and simplifying mathematical
expressions. We will be moving towards solving onestep and multi-step equations in the coming weeks.
Literature: The students created a novel mosaic
featuring the literary elements from the summer reading
selection Hatchet by Gary Paulsen. Students also read
several selections from the new anthology, which
explored the essential question “Whom Can You Count
On?”
English: Students reviewed subjects, predicates, and
the four types of sentences to improve their writing skills.
Religion: We have been learning about the truth of life
and about our faith. Students have also designed their
own crests and screen savers. When students shared
these with classmates, it was evident that they really
spent a lot of time on it.
Civics: Students have been learning about what it
means to be a citizen and what rights they have. This
class has been filled with awesome responses to
questions and some pretty amazing (and respectful)
debates.
Science: We have been working on Taxonomic keys
and the 6 kingdoms of life.

Grade 8
Pre-Algebra: Each group is currently learning about the
distributive property and simplifying mathematical
expressions. We will be moving towards solving onestep and multi-step equations in the coming weeks.
Algebra: The students have been reviewing multi-step
equations. They have been using the distributive

property and combining liked terms. As we are wrapping
up the chapter, they will be reviewing formulas and
decimal equations.
Literature: Students presented scrapbook projects
based on the protagonist and main character in the
novel Homeless Bird. The project was a study in
characterization and point of view. The class also
presented a dramatization of a poignant scene from the
narrative.
English: The students reviewed subjects, predicates,
and the four types of sentences as part of their grammar
study.
Religion: Students have been learning about human
dignity and how to be true to oneself. As we move
forward, we will be discussing moral decision-making
and how the Sacrament of Penance helps us form our
conscience.
History: The students have started to learn about the
Civil War. They researched the strengths and
weaknesses of the North and South. They are currently
learning about the different battles that have occurred
and how they benefited the North or South. The students
are currently working on a project where they pretend
they are a newspaper reporter during their chosen battle.
Science: We have been learning about density, volume,
mass, physical/chemical changes, and different forms of
matter. Students have come in with incredible work and
are always ready to share out. Group work is a key part
of my classroom as I want students to positively feed off
of each other and that is what is happening here.
Students always try to help each other out with
classwork, studying, and other assignments and this is
what I am looking forward to for the rest of the year.

Art
Preschool: Students have begun learning the alphabet
and making alphabet art projects. So far we have made
“A” apple trees and “B” bears. We have also done some
watercolor painting and Pre-K4 has started practicing
their cutting skills.
Kindergarten – Grade 3: Students have been learning
about the color wheel. They have learned about mixing
two primary colors to make a secondary color. They
have created color wheel umbrellas and color wheel
chicks. The chicks were done in pastels they came out
awesome with a lot of different personalities.

Grades 4-5: Students started the school year off
creating self-portraits. The students drew themselves
during the first week of school. They are going to be
making three self-portraits during the course of the year
and compare all three at the end of the school year. We
are excited to see if there are any changes in their
artwork and themselves this year!
Middle School: Students have started the school year
off with a challenging art project. Each year the Lions
Club sponsors a peace poster contest. This year the
theme is “The Future of Peace.” The students need to
illustrate the future of peace using only pictures; there
are no letters or numbers allowed, which makes this a
very challenging project. They are doing a great job!

Music
Welcome Back! Hope everyone enjoyed their summer!
I spent part of my summer preparing for the new school
year by picking out music and themes for our first
concert at Christmas time. The students are excited
about the themes! I also had some presents awaiting
me thanks to a donation from a special person in my life
who passed away this past spring. I received some
drums to begin a collection for a drum circle class.
Hopefully, in the next years, I will be able to add to that
collection through donations from my concerts. Grade 6
has already begun using the drums in their general
music class. I also received a white board, which will be
a great teaching tool for students learning to read music
and rhythms and applying their musical reading skills to
instruments. Seventh and eighth grade classes have
begun their guitar classes and chorus classes. Just this
week, recorders have arrived for the fourth grade
recorder class, and they cannot wait to begin reading
music and playing songs. Please encourage their
practice time.
Lower elementary students have started off the year with
some creative movement, songs about travel, and
learning colors and alphabet through song and
movement.
Once again thank you for sending your children to
OLMC! I look forward to seeing you at school and our
concerts this coming year.

Bishop kicks off the week at Mount Carmel School in Bristol
By Manual C. "Manny" Correira

The Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School Monday Morning Message program opened its 2017-18
series with a very special guest — the Most Rev. Thomas J. Tobin, Bishop of the Diocese of
Providence.
Arguably the most famous face among the Catholic populace in the state of Rhode Island,
Bishop Tobin’s message was both brief and inspiring.
“Everything you’re learning now is part of the foundation,” he told the student body.
“Everything you’re learning is important. It teaches about your faith and friendship with God.
Your faith will help you be a better person. Work especially hard on your religion.”
The Monday Morning Message program, now in its third year at Mt. Carmel School, was the
brainchild of Principal Janet Maloney. Since 2015, the program has featured 65 guest speakers.
“It’s been extremely successful,” said Ms. Maloney. “The students here really look forward to it
every Monday morning.”
“Each Monday morning after arrival,” Ms. Maloney explained, “students gather in the parish
center and a guest speaker shares their faith, either through a personal faith experience, a
recounting of their faith journey, or a faith message. The goal of this program is to reveal the
multiple dimensions of our faith.”
She said Monday Morning speakers have included parents, grandparents, teachers, Catholic
School administrators, Diocesan administrators, Bristol town administrators, the Bristol fire
chief and parishioners.
“The core mission of our school is to help our students become intentional Disciples of Christ.
We encourage our students to serve God and live according to his example. These faith
presentations help our students realize the importance of carefully listening to Christ in their
life journey.”
Source: Bristol Phoenix

